GEORGE  BERNARD   SHAW
workers; a world of Fascism. For bourgeois intel-
lectuals obsessed with a false notion of the nature of
liberty are by the inherent contradictions of their
notion at length dnven to liberty's opposite. Fascism.
Shaw's Utopia is a planned world imposed from above
in which the organisation is in the hands of a bureau-
cracy of intellectuals. Such a world is negated by
the world of communism, in which all participate
in ruling and active intellectuals, no longer divorced
from being, learn from the conscious worker just as
much as the workers demand guidance from thought.
The fatal class gap between thought and action is
bridged. This world, with its replaceable officials not
specially trained for the task, is the opposite of the old
Fabian dream or nightmare, the class Utopia in which
the ruling class now takes the form of a permanent,
intellectual, trained bureaucracy, wielding the powers
of State for the * good * of the proletariat. Tins world
was a pleasant dream of the middle class, which neither
owned the world, like the capitalist, nor had the
certainty of one day owning it Bke the proletariat.
It is an unrealisable dream which yet holds the intel-
lectual away from the proletariat and makes him a
bulwark of reaction and Fascism. Shaw is still ob-
sessed with the idea of liberty as a kind of medicine
which a man of goodwill can impose on tie * ignorant *
worker from without. That liberty would be medicine
for the bourgeois, not the worker. He does iK>t see
that neither intellectual nor worker possesses as yet
this priceless freedom to give, both are confined within
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